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Understanding theory, context and practice

It can be challenging to keep up with the constantly evolving perspectives within the Early 
Years and looking at how this latest research and theory applies to everyday practice is 
important for all those involved in the field. In this collection, you’ll find a comprehensive view 
of early childhood learning and teaching to both support students in gaining a clearer picture 
of what it means to work in the early years, and to help practitioners and researchers stay up 
to date with the latest findings.

We’re very excited that two of our books were shortlisted for the Nursery World Awards 
2017 including Julian Grenier’s Successful Early Years Ofsted Inspections (p.8) which 
shows how we can go beyond a ‘tick-box’ approach to inspections, as well as Kathryn 
Peckham’s Developing School Readiness (p.9) which shines a light on preparing children 
for school. Childhood Today (p.5) explores the complexities of what it means to be a child 
in the modern world, while Teaching Early Years (p.8) helps students relate teaching theory 
to practice. To help create more inclusive classrooms, Special Needs in the Early Years 
(p.16) provides an excellent overview of special needs provision; and to support students in 
the more practical aspects of their course, don’t miss the fourth edition of The Good Writing 
Guide for Education Students (p.18).

Follow all the latest updates on Twitter @SAGEeducation

New and Bestselling Titles
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Early Years and Early Childhood Studies

AN INTRODUCTION TO EARLY  
CHILDHOOD STUDIES
Fourth Edition

Edited by Sacha Powell and Kate Smith both 
at Canterbury Christ Church University

This is an exciting new edition of a core text on early childhood courses that 
draws on the range of interwoven themes within the field of early childhood 
studies. It also clearly shows how these themes are reflected and played 
out within different contexts.

November 2017 • 361 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-7482-1) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-4739-7483-8) • £25.99

FOUNDATIONS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD
Principles and Practice

Edited by Penny Mukherji and Louise Dryden Middlesex University

Introducing the major concepts and theories of early years care and 
education, this text encourages students to look at topics in depth. They 
are guided through them by tasks and further reading to suit different levels 
of understanding and support their development of key academic skills.

2014 • 432 pages
Cloth (978-1-4462-5528-5) • £87.00
Paper (978-1-4462-5529-2) • £25.99

THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE
Theory and Practice

Third Edition

Edited by Ioanna Palaiologou Institute of 
Education, University College London

The new edition of this bestselling textbook continues to provide 
comprehensive coverage of the revised Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) curriculum, and is the ideal companion for anyone undertaking any 
Early Years or Early Childhood Studies course, or those working towards 
Early Years Teacher Status (EYTS).

2016 • 512 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-0819-2) • £70.00
Paper (978-1-4739-0820-8) • £24.99
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Early Years and Early Childhood Studies

CHILDHOOD TODAY
Edited by Alex Owen Liverpool Hope University

This book provides detailed insight into different social constructs 
of childhood today. It keeps the reader enthralled while deepening 
their knowledge and understanding. Incredibly useful for essays 
and exams!

- Amalie Quevedo, Early Childhood and Education  
Studies student, Liverpool Hope University

August 2017 • 160 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-8936-8) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-4739-8937-5) • £24.99

CONTEMPORARY CHILDHOOD
Sean MacBlain University of St. Mark and St. John, Jill Dunn Stranmillis 
University College and Ian Luke University of St. Mark and St. John

This book offers an up-to-date, socio-cultural view of Early Childhood, with 
all the latest developments and keys issues from around the globe. It also 
helps in understanding how these changes are impacting practice in early 
years and primary classrooms.

February 2017 • 256 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-5199-0) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-4739-5200-3) • £21.99

EARLY CHILDHOOD STUDIES
Fourth Edition

Rod Parker-Rees University of Plymouth and 
Caroline Leeson York St John University

This comprehensive, up-to-date core text covers all aspects of the early 
childhood studies course. Throughout, key theories and research findings 
are highlighted and explored to help readers make links between theory 
and early years practice.

2015 • 320 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-1591-6) •  £68.00 
Paper (978-1-4739-1592-3) •  £24.99
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Early Years and Early Childhood Studies

CHILDHOOD IN SOCIETY FOR THE  
EARLY YEARS
Third Edition

Rory McDowall Clark University of Worcester

As an introduction to the study of childhood and the different contexts within 
which it exists, this book will enable students to understand childhood 
in relation to society and develop the skills to look at childhood from a 
critical standpoint.

October 2016 • 200 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-4454-1) • £60.00
Paper (978-1-4739-4455-8) • £19.99

THE SOCIOLOGY OF EARLY CHILDHOOD
Critical Perspectives

Norman Gabriel University of Plymouth

Thoughtfully structured and clearly written, Gabriel provides a 
compelling discussion of ideas and concepts in ways accessible to 
an undergraduate audience. This is a “must-have” text for all those 
interested in understanding modern childhoods.

- Mary Jane Kehily, The Open University

February 2017 • 192 pages
Cloth (978-1-4462-7298-5) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-4462-7299-2) • £24.99

SUPPORTING CHILDREN’S HEALTH  
AND WELLBEING
Jackie Musgrave University of Worcester

This book helps early years students and practitioners gain an understanding 
of issues relating to children’s health, examining possible ways in which 
health can impact upon young children’s early childhood education and care.

March 2017 • 216 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-3031-5) • £70.00 
Paper (978-1-4739-3032-2) • £23.99 



7Available as an inspection copy

Policy and Assessment

UNDERSTANDING EARLY YEARS POLICY
Fourth Edition

Damien Fitzgerald and Janet Kay both at Sheffield Hallam University

This new fourth edition takes the reader through the complex network of 
policy development with activities that make potentially dry subject matter 
come alive.

2016 • 208 pages
Cloth (978-1-4129-6189-9) • £74.00
Paper (978-1-4129-6190-5) • £23.99

THE SAGE HANDBOOK OF EARLY  
CHILDHOOD POLICY
Edited by Linda Miller The Open University, Claire Cameron Institute of 
Education, University College London, Carmen Dalli Victoria University 
of Wellington and Nancy Barbour James Madison University

The SAGE Handbook of Early Childhood Policy draws critical attention to 
policy in Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC), its relationship to 
service provision, and its impact on the lives of children and families.

October 2017 • 585 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-2657-8) • £120.00

PEDAGOGICAL DOCUMENTATION IN EARLY 
YEARS PRACTICE
Seeing Through Multiple Perspectives

Edited by Alma Fleet, Catherine Patterson and 
Janet Robertson all at Macquarie University

The book draws on research from various countries to offer guidance, 
support and inspiration on how to implement meaningful and sustainable 
child-focused observation in early years contexts.

June 2017 • 240 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-4460-2) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-4739-4461-9) • £24.99
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Policy and Assessment / Early Years Teaching and Practice

SUCCESSFUL EARLY YEARS  
OFSTED INSPECTIONS
Thriving Children, Confident Staff

Julian Grenier

Completely up to date with Ofsted’s new Common Inspection Framework, 
Julian Grenier provides guidance on not only achieving ‘outstanding’ but 
also continuing to develop provision and the school team beyond inspection 
day. This book was shortlisted for the Nursery World Awards 2017.

November 2016 • 152 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-3840-3) • £65.00
Paper (978-1-4739-3841-0) • £22.99

TEACHING EARLY YEARS
Theory and Practice

Edited by Amanda Thomas University of South Wales 
and Karen McInnes Bath Spa University

A fresh take on the effective translation of an Early Years curriculum 
into practice, and a key strength is the book’s ability to bridge the 
gap between the early years of education and the early years of 
primary schooling.

- Glenda Walsh, Head of Early Years Education,  
Stranmillis University College

November 2017 • 200 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-4625-5) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-4739-4626-2) • £24.99

THE EARLY YEARS TEACHER’S BOOK
Achieving Early Years Teacher Status

Second Edition

Leonie Abrahamson

This is a clear, comprehensive, systematic and practical guide to achieving Early Years Teacher Status 
and meeting the EYT Standards and requirements. Chapters explore each of the Standards with notes 
on theory, practical tips, case studies, activities and suggestions for further reading. 

March 2018 • 440 pages

Cloth (978-1-5264-3528-6) • £65.00
Paper (978-1-5264-3529-3) • £24.99

SHORTLISTED 
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Early Years Teaching and Practice

EARLY YEARS TEACHING & LEARNING
Third Edition

Denise Reardon

Previously titled Achieving Early Years Professional Status, this new edition 
is completely revised to include guidance and advice for those studying 
Early Years Teacher Status, Teach First Early Years, Early Years Educator, 
and Early Years PGCE. With new case studies illustrating best practice this 
text is also essential for professionals working in Early Years Education, 
Children’s Centres and local authorities.

April 2018 • 312 pages
Cloth (978-1-4462-9403-1) • £65.00
Paper (978-1-4462-9405-5) • £21.99

A GUIDE TO EARLY YEARS  
& PRIMARY TEACHING
Edited by Dominic Wyse and Sue Rogers both at 
Institute of Education, University College London

Focusing on both the Early Years and Primary phases, this book and 
its online resources take trainee teachers through every aspect of their 
training and through to their first job. With each chapter written by both 
an academic and education practitioner it gives students a true balance of 
theory and practice.

2016 • 376 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-0693-8) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-4739-0694-5) • £24.99

DEVELOPING SCHOOL READINESS
Creating Lifelong Learners

Kathryn Peckham

Shortlisted for the Nursey World Awards 2017, this book helps students 
understand what is meant by ‘school readiness’ in the context of child 
development and wellbeing. It also includes practical guidance on giving 
children the best start in their most formative years.

December 2016 • 200 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-4724-5) • £65.00
Paper (978-1-4739-4725-2) • £22.99

SHORTLISTED 
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Early Years Teaching and Practice

WHAT COMES BEFORE PHONICS?
Sally Neaum Teesside University 

This book looks in detail at the knowledge, understanding, skills and 
attitudes that children need to enable them to come to phonics teaching 
ready to learn and with a good chance of success. It explores a range of 
aspects that lead into literacy and includes practical advice on how to 
translate this into practice.

January 2017 • 176 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-6848-6) • £65.00
Paper (978-1-4739-6849-3) • £19.99

INVOLVING PARENTS IN THEIR  
CHILDREN’S LEARNING
A Knowledge-Sharing Approach

Third Edition

Edited by Margy Whalley and the Pen Green Centre Team  
Pen Green Centre, Corby

This is the new edition of a unique guide for students, practitioners, parents, 
and administrators of young children who want to understand specific 
strategies for maximising parent involvement and collaboration.

May 2017 • 296 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-4621-7) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-4739-4622-4) • £26.99

UNDERSTANDING MATHEMATICS FOR  
YOUNG CHILDREN
A Guide for Teachers of Children 3-7

Fifth Edition

Edited by Derek Haylock Education Consultant and 
Anne D Cockburn University of East Anglia

This bestselling title sets out mathematical concepts for teachers of 
children aged 3-7. The authors explain essential mathematical concepts 
and processes, and set these in the context of early childhood and early 
primary practice.

February 2017 • 336 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-5350-5) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-4739-5351-2) • £24.99
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Early Years Teaching and Practice / Learning and Development 

TEACHING EARLY READING & PHONICS
Creative Approaches to Early Literacy

Second Edition

Kathy Goouch Canterbury Christ Church University 
and Andrew Lambirth University of Greenwich

Now updated with coverage on babies and early reading, language 
acquisition and how children learn, children with SEN, and the rise of digital 
technologies in reading, this new edition continues to provide trainees and 
teachers with a broad understanding of teaching reading and phonics.

October 2016 • 152 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-1889-4) • £65.00
Paper (978-1-4739-1890-0) • £22.99

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES AND LEARNING  
IN THE EARLY YEARS
Edited by Lorna Arnott University of Strathclyde, Glasgow

This book explores the potential of what children can do with technologies, 
rather than what technologies can do for children, through an evidence-
based discussion of children’s experiences with technology.

April 2017 • 160 pages
Cloth (978-1-4129-6242-1) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-4129-6243-8) • £26.99

CRAYONS AND IPADS
Learning and Teaching of Young Children in the Digital World

Debra Harwood Brock University

Debra Harwood explores how tablets can be used to provoke, ignite and 
excite children’s interest in the world around them, arguing that it is through 
this engagement with technology that learning occurs and new discoveries 
are made.

SAGE SWIFTS
April 2017 • 152 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-1599-2) • £45.00
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Learning and Development

CHILD LANGUAGE
Acquisition and Development

Second Edition

Matthew Saxton

Presented with the latest thinking and research on how children acquire 
their first language, the reader is taken from a standing start to the point 
where they can engage with key debates and current research in the field 
of child language.

October 2017 • 392 pages
Cloth (978-1-4462-9561-8) • £85.00
Paper (978-1-4462-9562-5) • £29.99

CHILD DEVELOPMENT
A Practical Introduction

Second Edition

Kevin Crowley University of South Wales

Focusing on the earliest years (0-8), the new edition of this bestselling 
textbook continues to provide a comprehensive overview of the research, 
theory and current practice in the field of child development.

March 2017 • 320 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-7568-2) • £70.00
Paper (978-1-4739-7569-9) • £23.99

CHILD DEVELOPMENT
Understanding A Cultural Perspective

Martin J. Packer Universidad De Los Andes

This book takes a chronological approach from prenatal development to 
adolescence, looking at social, cognitive, emotional and physical aspects 
of development, while illustrating how culture plays a constitutive role in 
children’s development.

March 2017 • 616 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-9336-5) • £110.00
Paper (978-1-4739-9337-2) • £34.99



13Available as an inspection copy

Learning and Development

THE DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN’S THINKING
Social and Communicative Foundations

Jeremy Carpendale Simon Fraser University, Canada, 
Ulrich Muller University of Victoria, Canada and 
Charlie Lewis Lancaster University, UK

This text introduces several core areas of developmental psychology 
including cognitive development, gestural communication in infancy, 
language, social cognitive development and moral development. It looks 
at classic theories and demonstrates how new areas of research such 
as cognitive neuroscience have impacted our understanding of how 
children develop.

December 2017 • 456 pages
Cloth (978-1-4462-9563-2) • £100.00
Paper (978-1-4462-9564-9) • £34.99

LEARNING THEORIES FOR EARLY YEARS PRACTICE
Sean MacBlain University of St. Mark and St. John

Divided into three main sections, Early Influences, Modern Influences and Challenges for Theorists 
in a Changing World, the author identifies the key theorists and links them to the main issues and 
developments that face teachers of early years education today. This is aided by photographs, 
examples and clear explanations.

March 2018 • 184 pages
Cloth (978-1-5264-3208-7) • £65.00
Paper (978-1-5264-3209-4) • £21.99

LEARNING THEORIES IN CHILDHOOD
Second Edition

Colette Gray Stranmillis University College and Sean MacBlain  
University of St. Mark and St. John

This text presents the key learning theories and theorists in children’s 
learning with a balanced but critical review of each perspective.

2015 • 240 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-0645-7) • £74.00
Paper (978-1-4739-0646-4) • £23.99
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Learning and Development / Play

UNDERSTANDING AND USING CHALLENGING  
EDUCATIONAL THEORIES
Karl Aubrey and Alison Riley both at Bishop Grosseteste University

This unique book takes students to the next level in educational theories by 
giving a clear overview of thinkers who have offered challenging perspectives 
on education.

March 2017 • 248 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-5579-0) • £65.00
Paper (978-1-4739-5580-6) • £22.99

CHILDREN LEARNING OUTSIDE  
THE CLASSROOM
From Birth to Eleven

Second Edition

Edited by Sue Waite Plymouth University

The new edition of this bestselling textbook continues to help students 
and professionals understand the importance of getting children learning 
outside the traditional classroom. It is full of creative ideas for teachers and 
practitioners to incorporate throughout the school curriculum.

February 2017 • 320 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-1226-7) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-4739-1227-4) • £24.99

FOREST SCHOOL IN PRACTICE
For All Ages

Sara Knight Teacher and Forest School Leader

Grounded in the latest research, Forest School expert Sara Knight provides 
a practical all-ages guide to Forest School that encourages practitioners to 
take an innovative approach to outdoor play and learning.

October 2016 • 216 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-4891-4) • £65.00
Paper (978-1-4739-4892-1) • £22.99
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Play

CAN I GO AND PLAY NOW?
Rethinking continuous provision for the Early Years

Greg Bottrill

This is a step-by-step guide to a workable methodology for continuous provision in the Early Years 
that puts children at the centre of their own learning. The book begins by asking how we can rethink 
the learning environment, a discussion of the definition of play, and the challenging role of the Early 
Years teacher.

February 2018 • 160 pages
Cloth (978-1-5264-2326-9) • £60.00
Paper (978-1-5264-2327-6) • £19.99

PLAY IN PRACTICE
Kate Wall University of Chichester and Joe Murdoch

This book helps students understand the theory around play and how to convert it into practical 
guidance and action with the aid of chapter objectives, key points, and discussion questions. It also 
gives the reader a comprehensive knowledge of the topic, and encourages them to explore their own 
ideas and individuality around play.

September 2018 • 177 pages
Cloth (978-1-5264-2815-8) • £65.00
Paper (978-1-5264-2816-5) • £21.99

PLAYFUL TEACHING AND LEARNING
Edited by Glenda Walsh Stranmillis University College,  
Dorothy McMillan and Carol McGuinness Queen’s University, Belfast

This book supports students to understand how teaching and learning 
through play is embedded in the global early childhood curriculum and what 
this actually means in practice.

March 2017 • 240 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-4880-8) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-4739-4881-5) • £24.99
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Play / SEND and Inclusion

THE SAGE HANDBOOK OF OUTDOOR PLAY  
AND LEARNING
Edited by Tim Waller Anglia Ruskin University, Eva Ärlemalm-Hagsér  
Mälardalen University, Ellen Beate Hansen Sandseter Queen Maud 
University College of Early Childhood Education, Libby Lee-Hammond  
Murdoch University, Kristi Lekies Ohio State University and  
Shirley Wyver Macquarie University

This is a coordinated and comprehensive volume of international research 
on outdoor play and learning, edited by members of the well-established 
European Early Childhood Education Research Association Outdoor Play 
and Learning SIG (OPAL).

June 2017 • 706 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-2660-8) • £120.00

SPECIAL NEEDS IN THE EARLY YEARS
Partnership and Participation

Edited by Rebecca Crutchley University of East London

Fully up to date with the SEND Code of Practice, this book explores all the 
key contemporary issues relevant to supporting children with special needs 
in an early years context. It is an essential read for early years students and 
practitioners who wish to gain a greater understanding of the core issues 
affecting special needs provision.

November 2017 • 208 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-4883-9) • £70.00
Paper (978-1-4739-4884-6) • £23.99

A QUICK GUIDE TO SPECIAL NEEDS  
AND DISABILITIES
Bob Bates Independent consultant

Detailing over 60 different special needs conditions, this book is an ideal 
‘go-to guide’ to help teachers understand, identify and work with children 
who have special needs.

November 2016 •  256 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-7973-4) • £60.00 
Paper (978-1-4739-7974-1) • £19.99
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Education Research

RESEARCH METHODS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD
An Introductory Guide

Third Edition

Penny Mukherji and Deborah Albon University of Roehampton

Using examples, case studies and reflection points, this textbook provides 
a clear and comprehensive guide to the different types of research methods 
in early childhood. It illustrates how to translate theory into practice and 
provides students with an excellent introduction to what can typically be 
a challenging topic.

January 2018 • 408 pages
Cloth (978-1-5264-2370-2) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-5264-2371-9) • £25.99

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH
International Perspectives

Cathy Nutbrown University of Sheffield

This book offers an accessible critique of recent research, taking an international perspective, and 
highlighting strengths and key focus areas within the field. It will also identify areas where researchers 
have yet to offer significant insights that support the development of theory, policy and practice.

June 2018 • 288 pages
Cloth (978-1-5264-3496-8) • £85.00
Paper (978-1-5264-3497-5) • £27.99

DOING YOUR EARLY YEARS RESEARCH PROJECT
A Step by Step Guide

Fourth Edition

Guy Roberts-Holmes Institute of Education, University of London

This bestselling guide to undertaking a research project takes the reader on a practical step-by-step 
journey. Breaking down each section into digestible topics with a multitude of practical examples, 
case studies, research summaries and key points, the author brings this process to life.

April 2018 • 268 pages
Cloth (978-1-5264-2424-2) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-5264-2425-9) • £24.99
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Education Research / Study Skills and Reflective Practice

DESIGNING RESEARCH IN EDUCATION
Concepts and Methodologies

Edited by Jon Swain University College London

This easy to follow guide helps students understand why careful research 
design is important and provides a range of designs based on key methods. 
It also comes with case studies and examples so readers can critically 
compare and use the approach that best suits their project.

November 2016 • 280 pages
Cloth (978-1-4462-9425-3) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-4462-9426-0) • £26.99

REFLECTIVE PRACTICE
Writing and Professional Development

Fifth Edition

Gillie Bolton Freelance Consultant

Gillie Bolton’s tried and tested method of reflection and reflexivity through expressive and explorative 
writing is revisited in this fifth edition, with new perspectives on digital writing, blogging and social 
media. It is also supported by online resources with clear, intertextual links to the book.

April 2018 • 256 pages
Cloth (978-1-5264-1169-3) • £75.00
Paper (978-1-5264-1170-9) • £25.99

THE GOOD WRITING GUIDE FOR  
EDUCATION STUDENTS
Fourth Edition

Dominic Wyse and Kate Cowan both at Institute 
of Education, University College London

This practical, down-to-earth guide is tailored for Education students and 
uses real examples of students’ work to explain what tutors look for and 
how to get there.

SAGE STUDY SKILLS SERIES
April 2017 • 192 pages
Cloth (978-1-4739-7566-8) • £60.00
Paper (978-1-4739-7567-5) • £18.99
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