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      This book has and will continue to be essential introductory reading for students at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels in the social and health sciences and those in professional training who have an interest in the sociology of health and illness. It is comprehensive in its scope addressing a broad range of key sociological concepts which relate to the analysis of health, illness and health policy.
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      This impressive scholarly collection of key ideas in the sociology of health and medicine is essential reading for health and medical students; researchers and policy makers. It is particularly pertinent as we contemplate health and healthcare since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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      This third edition of the popular and comprehensive concept-based examination of the field of medical sociology is an excellent addition to the literature. It effectively updates the ‘state of play’ in that sub discipline as well as successfully incorporating new developments including the COVID pandemic, digital health, consumerism, and environmentalism. 
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      This new edition of a favourite companion offers a veritable bounty of ideas for fostering knowledge about health and illness. Organised as a collection of multiple small chapters, each focusing on a specific concept and relevant subject matter; the editors have resisted the contemporary temptation to focus on culture and agency, offering many explorations of these as well as the material and structural shaping of health and illness.
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      An academy of British, Canadian, European, and Australian scholars offers a tantalizing taste of traditional and innovative medical sociology ideas that demonstrate the pressing relevance of probing the social trade-offs of health and illness in a globalizing world.  From medicalization to stigma, this book is a must-read introduction for those curious about the greatest hits of medical sociology.




  
          Professor Stefan Timmermans




              


    
      



 


 
      Will provide a good grounding for my paramedic students.




  
          Dr John Donaghy




              


    
      



 


 
      This book is very good! It has content that I am interested in and I like that each chapter is on a different topic, written by a different person and includes a definition of each concept, as well as providing further reading suggestions. The textbook is eye-opening and it has different perspectives that I hadn’t thought of before.

I would definitely use this for higher education studying and teaching, and will recommend it to my classmates/colleagues as a book to pick up if they are interested in understanding health in relation to society and day to day living.



  
          Ms lisa oneill
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